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Ready - Respectful - Responsible
8 March 2024
Dear Parent/Carer,

| had the pleasure of meeting with the John Colet primary group of Head Teachers and
representatives face-to-face this week for the first time. There was a terrific sense of
professional support and energy around the table and it was rewarding to feel and see a
group of educational leaders all on the same page battling ferociously with insanely
strained budgets, building issues, human resources, challenging conversations and the
terrain of an uncertain future. However, at the centre of these challenges was a steely
determination to do the best for children - a salient reminder that educational leaders have
an incredible number of variables to balance, assess and act upon in their pursuit of the
best education they can provide. Not easy when too much short-term thinking at a
national level has led to a ‘hand to mouth’ culture across many of our public services.

Last week was awash with discussions surrounding education. School holidays and
attendance were ‘hot potato’ items in the media. This was hard on the heels of the DFE's
guidance on mobile phone use in schools. | have to say there is much hot air around
these issues but often very little substance behind any form of guidance or policy. The
general direction of travel also seems to be about pushing even more responsibility on to
individual schools hence avoiding a commitment in full to an ideal or policy. This can create
inconsistencies across schools which can be divisive. At JCS we stand back a little from
some of this hot air rhetoric and try hard to focus on practical, partnership based policies
that support our community in a ‘common sense’ fashion. (Not easy, but we try!).

A huge thank you to all staff who contributed to our first year 11 boost day on Tuesday
during which we explored active revision techniques, visualisation and memory
techniques. This was done through workshops, assemblies and presentations. It was
topped off with a very well attended parents evening where we shared the themes of
the day with parents and offered up some top tips that parent/carers could utilise in
support of the revision process. One of the strategies we gave parents was based on the
‘protege’ effect. This is a very simple technique where you as parent or carer simply ask
your child to teach you about some knowledge learnt in school. The very act of teaching
strengthens memory and is an excellent form of revision. This does not need to wait until
Year 11. | would recommend you start this now; perhaps whilst walking or over the family
meal - Ask for your child to teach you something they have learned from the school day; by
doing this you will be helping to consolidate their learning (you might also be increasing
your own knowledge!)

Thank you to Year 8 students and parents for ensuring that the GCSE Options were
submitted on time! The allocation puzzle is now well underway and parents will shortly
receive notification of the Options their child has selected. Please ensure you check this
information so there are no surprises in the summer term when allocations are finalised.

Next week | will be outlining changes to our school day for the next academic year, with the
aim of canvassing your views on our new proposals. Not a briefing to miss!

Take care - lan Brierly
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REMINDERS & NOTICES

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

e Additional mocks - 11.03.24
e Science week - 11.03.24
e Red Nose Day - Non Uniform - 15.03.24
e Year 7 Consultation Evening - 21.03.24
e Last day of term - non uniform - 12.15pm finish - 28.03.24

OPPORTUNITIES

COVER SUPERVISOR REQUIRED : An excellent opportunity for any person who has just finished
education or any who may be considering a future career in education, or for anyone who would like a
role which can fit around their family life. If interested please contact Mrs Perry:

cperry@johncolet.co.uk

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES VOLUNTEERS: If you speak French or Spanish and would like to
support our MFL department please contact Mrs Simpson, our Head of MFL, directly:
isimpson@johncolet.co.uk.

SAFEGUARDING SUBSTANCE AWARENESS - SNUS & Contaminated THC Vapes

SNUS

We are aware that some students have brought nicotine pouches or SNUS to school.
Attached is an article to make you aware of the dangers and legality of these pouches.
Students found with SNUS (including white SNUS) or nicotine pouches in school will have
the item confiscated and will receive a consequence in line with the school behaviour policy.
Our policy refers to smoking and vaping equipment - SNUS and nicotine pouches will be
regarded in this category.

Tooled up Snus Article

Contaminated THC Vapes

Public Health Practitioner for Buckinghamshire Council, Josy Dyson, has recently alerted
schools to reports of vape liquids & pens containing very strong synthetic cannabinoids
‘spice’ which are likely being sold as THC vapes in the local areas of Aylesbury. These are

causing unintended effects in those who use them.

Here4YOUth, Buckinghamshire commissioned young people drug/alcohol harm reduction
service, has prepared some harm reduction information about contaminated vapes.

Drug Alert - Contaminated Vapes - Cranstoun. For all queries please contact the Public
Health Team on phadmin@buckinghamshire.gov.uk.

Social Media Group Chats

At JCS we continue to talk to children about their interactions with each other on social
media and encrypted chat apps. We are definitely concerned about some of the language
being used and the material being shared as well as chats including unknown members of

Committed To Excellence


mailto:cperry@johncolet.co.uk
mailto:isimpson@johncolet.co.uk
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/article/nicotine-pouches-and-snus-facts-to-know
https://cranstoun.org/news/drug-alert-contaminated-vapes/
mailto:phadmin@buckinghamshire.gov.uk

the wider community therefore, we would urge all parents to monitor their children’s
mobile phone use including their involvement in group chat platforms.

SAFEGUARDING ADVICE FOR PARENTS : Click for a higher res version

What Parents & Educators Need to Know about

TEKKEN 8

= Thirty years after its debut on the original PlayStation, the Tekken franchise is back with its eighth

‘HHAT ARE Kombat, Tekken 8 can be commended for

muainstream instalment. A one-on-one fighting game series in the same vein as Street Fighter and Mortal
alative lack of In-game purchases — but there's still plenty

THE MSKS? to consider in keeping young players safe from potential hazards.

. |
FUTURE SPENDING?

en B corres o PEGH 16 rating, with the
sagsors noting itz violence, occosio

profanity and in-game purchass aptic
lettar isgua, hawavar, |s o (ittla diffe
¥ou may expect from a rmadermn garn
many high-profile relecss kon ' content
Iz ol accessible without spanding any extra
maneay. The exceptions are new characters,
whibch will be come avaliable to purchose
saparataly in the future

COPYCAT RH‘SK

with characters fiying ocross the screen using a
miuture of outhentlc and fantastical fighting

flas, you children ond impressionabls
teans may find themselves tempted to copy
thair fovourite char s OF act out their epic
fights in real life. This could simply omount to
harmiass fun - but could aasily od to
accidents, injury and distress if young gamera
start actually londing blows.

[ A
VIOLENT GAMEPLAY

A3 afighting goma, Tekken B

is heavily based on punching,

throwing cpponents around - w o
charocters” atbacks o ionalty involve
weapons, Mast of the vicdlence is comparativaty
cartcondsh in its sxscution and loc

but the foct remains that the octho

antirely arownd intense combat and inflicting
damage on an cppenent,

TRY IT OUT YOURSELF

A3 with mony popular gomes, we'd recommand checking it out for yourseifin

advance if yeu have any cencems. inthe caas of Tekken B, there's a free demao

varsion avalioble (far all plattonms) which expanenes fights with o handful

of the characters: o useful woy of establishing first-hand whether somae children
find the game's viclence to be too intense.

an S
MARTIAL ARTS MOTIVATION?

With choracters utilising real-waorld fighting styles such as jiu-jitsu, boxing and

i a, Tekken could represent an eppartunity to chanmel a child's fondness for
the game inte a beneficiol interest in real-world mortial arts. Classes con help to
build young peaples confidense and physical fitnass, as well o providing avenues
for making new frisnds.

\

Meet Our Expert

Takkan & o Dark Aok
h:u.uﬂ'i unrwo otthu mast imp

charoch ¥ . @ fother ond son
wha have baan warring far yaars, The sight of
two fam |ty membaers physically fighting soch
other may ba hard to understand [ond difficutt
to deal with) for some children - cousing
confusien and cancern over why refativas would
want to hurt one anathaer,

- S
RANKED ONLINE PLAY

r B leabures an array of online modes
notdbly its ‘Ranked’ whare players

hes can gat extramely competitive.
ame obesssad with climbing
dedicate an unhealthy
e to the game or grow angry il
they wind up on o losing stredk. i

STl | Y l
ONLINE CONTACT e

Takken B dossr't offer volcs chat by default, but
oplaw's pfﬂl D s vislble
FlayStation Wetwork ID, Stean

Hercety competitive nature, thesa
communications con potentially put chiidran at
abusze |f thefr opponent is a
ra hager.

EXERCISE YOUR JUDGEMENT

While Tekken 8 features o sort of 'spray’ impact effect when attocks lond, it's

net the kind of game that maost observers would describe as gory [ for instanc
the Mortal Kambat franchise). Of course, any fighting gome worthy of the name will
includa o ficant degrea of vielance — but the leval at which the battias in Takken
ore pitchad may not be an issue for som ldran,

CONTROL COMMUNICATIONS

3I(lor r(-srru:ung ommunications - a5 hutung on the
ars (althaugh the child's prolile narme will sl be
@ ba dona vie tha
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JCQ Al & ASSESSMENTS - A QUICK GUIDE FOR STUDENTS

[&{@®] Al and Assessments

38 A quick guide for students

P i m—————
in assessments?

Al stands for artificial
intelligence and using it is like
having a computer that thinks

Al tools like ChatGPT or
Snapchat My Al can write
text, make art and create
music by learning from
data from the internet,
but watch out - they can
also make things up and
be biased

Al misuse is when you take
something made using Al
and say it's your own work.

THIS IS
CHEATING!

LIy

How do | make sure

| don't misuse AI?

Know the rules Reference reference reference! Declare it's all your own
) If you're allowed to use Al tools, work - When you hand in your
Yok g 3““"."“.' toiuse Al you must reference them clearly assessment, you have to sign a
toolswhien yauredman exanm declaration. Anything without a
0 Your teachers will tell you if you're 9 Narnothe Al aal you used reference must be all your own
allowed to use Al tocls when 0 Add the date you generated work. If you've used an Al tool,
doing your coursework —the rules the content don't sign the declaration until

will depend on your gualification ) ) you're sure you've added all
o Explain how you used it the references
© Even if you're allowed to use Al
tools, you can't get marks for
content just produced by Al -
your marks come from showing
your own understanding and

producing your own work

What happens if | misuse Al?

If you've misused Al, you
could lose your marks

for the assessment - you
could even be disqualified
from the subject.

DON'T RISK IT! Q

o Save ascreenshot of the
guestions you asked and
the answers you got

REMEMBER

Misusing Al is cheating!
Know the rules
Talk to your teachers
Reference clearly
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TOOLED UP FOR PARENTS

TOOLED N READ, READ, READ!

If you have a school-aged child then you’re more than likely aware of World Book Day on
March 7th. This annual event promotes books, authors and a love of reading to all children.

As parents it’'s essential that we do everything we can to develop reading for pleasure in our
children. As English teacher Patrick Cragg reflected in a Wednesday Wisdom from last year,
research highlights the enormous long-term benefits for children of a healthy reading diet, not
just in academic performance across all subjects but in emotional wellbeing and social skills.

Begin with our tips and video on reading to your child, and learn about the importance of
phonics for early readers in this webinar from Professor Kathy Rastle.

Our platform contains poems you can read to your children, book lists for 11-13-year olds and
for teenagers with titles that will appeal to young people who just need that one, engaging
book that will get their reading journey started. If you have any recommended titles to add, our
team would love to hear from you.

March 8th marks International Women’s Day and we have a wealth of resources and
information for helping the girls and young women in your family feel empowered and inspired.
Tune into our brilliant podcast on the importance of body knowledge for young women as well
as the importance of exercise for mental fitness.

Families can read through our list of 50 Fantastic Female Sporting Role Models with children
and discuss which sporting stories inspire you the most! If you have children who enjoy sport
and want to excel, consider watching our Q&A with England Women’s Lacrosse captain Laura
Merrifield.

Perhaps in this World Book Day Week with its focus on International Womens’ achievements,
it is the perfect time to introduce your children to this list of books featuring ‘strong female
characters’. Parents can derive some book inspiration from this list of recommended reads
from the Tooled Up team.

Finally, this busy week also saw World Hearing Day on March 3rd. Explore Tooled Up’s
accessible and informative resources on deafness and hearing loss, beginning with our 20
Things to Know about deafness, and this webinar with audiologist Dr Joy Rosenberg on
building resilience in deaf children.
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Autism Early Support
The Parent’s Portal

NEW ONLINE SUPPORT SERVICE FOR PARENTS
« Do you have an autistic child?
» Are you recognising difference in your child and
you're exploring neurodivergence?

Our new service can help, We're a charity Tounded in Buckingharmzhire in 2001
affering specialist education and support to children with sensory, communication
and interaction differences,

we believe every chid has the right to high quaity educaiien & support and that
while-farnily well-taing is vital il @ child 8 to achieve the Best outcomes.

The Parent's Partal was created from hoving werked with parents and carers and
listened 1o their needs. We can now offer an online solution to help parents to
better underatand thelr child's needs and differences and alse navigate the SEN

For £10° per household per maonth,
The Parent’s Portal affers 24,7 access 1o!

* Information & guidonce 1e help yeu
SUpport Your chikds journey through
heene, schoel and social ife.

= Content curated by proctitioners with

20+ years [ved exparience.

Evolving librany of videos, workshops,

forums and webinars.

Procticel strotegies and tactics to try of

hoeme & in schoal.

Guidance on EHCPs & the SEN process,

A noa-judarmental peer supoart

netwerk, to exchange idens, feel Batensd

1o and affirmed.

* Ha jering e, arcel cgtima

"The Portol is 5o easy to use and Its pocked with hefpful st We just wizh
we hod sanvetiing like this when our little boy was growing ue. We hod
nawhere to tuem, £0 this would been a Nifeling for our family. "

Partal User, june 2023

Join today: www.portal.autismearlysupport.org.uk
EBESSS

If parents have any concerns
about this practice or, believe
that any young person at John
Colet School might be at risk,
then please do contact one of
the members of our
Safeguarding Team via

safequarding@johncolet.co.uk

“Dperational Safeguarding Lead

™
&Autlsrn Early Support
Circle Centre

Cirche Centre Nursery (formeriy known os The Puzzle Centre) estoblished in 2001 awr
specioist pre-schodl satting near Bieckingham has hod & congacutive "Dusstanding’ Ofsted
PRPOE W Pave 0 muiti-disciplinany tesm who offer o needs-ad, spacialist curroulm for
chikdren oge 2-3 years with sensony, communication ond Interoction differences

Therapies & Assessments Dur speach & lenguage ond occupational tharapists con wark
directly with children 1o offer stther one-off ossessments or cngeing programmas of support.
Dur nssessmants and reports are often used 10 suppaert EHCP spplcations

Parent & Carer Support is ntegral to all of serces o3 we belleve whols fomdy wel-beingis
ey o ochigwing tha best outcomes for & chid

“Words can't Guite describe how grateful we are for oll the support and love jou have given
our family, You have tought aur san 5o much, Helped him te express himself and how ta
expenience different things - it means the warld to us, Every day we thank aor fucky stars
that we are part of such o wonderful 4~

Consultathons with our spedicist
theropists or teochers wha work

with proctitaners in their cwn
chassrooms/schaals ar with spediic
chikdren,

Support & training from our specalit
teamn to endble you bo improve your
autism practica in yeur school or ool
authority.

Bespoke, intensive intervention
taibared on ragquest 10 mest the reeds
of i Batting of Sarvice.

TR
Of ‘:Ill*tl autismearlysupport org.ul
[ ding

autreach@autismearlysupport.org.uk

© 2020 Auam Earty Suppar Tt Ltd Company bor 07553552 registered in England
The Dk School, Middbe Cladon, Buckngham, WK1S 2ET Regebered Canty Mo: 1141858
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LOCAL UPDATES / EVENTS

WENDOVER SPARROWHAWIKS
NETBALL TEAM

netball?
Everyone Welcome

«  Friendly ladies club with a good mix of age and ability

ANY LEVEL OF EXPERIENCE
AMAZING FACILITIES INCLUDING
GYM AND PHYSIO
NC3 MIDLANDS (SOUTH) LEAGUE
WOMENSRUGBY@AYLESBURYRFC.CO.UK

TRAINING TIMES:

WEDNESDAY 19:30-21:00
SUNDAY 12:30-14:00

« Training every Tuesday with experienced coach
»  7.30—9pm at Aylesbury High School

« £S5 per week (or save money and block book)

+ Lots of coached drills and game play at training

Opportunities to join one of our 3 ladies teams for the
upcoming summer league and 24/25 ADNL winter
league

< Youth training Tuesdays at 6.15-7.15pm
(school years 8-11 welcome)

+  Opportunities to join a team for the summer league or
just come for training

Email wendoveryouthnetball @hotmail.com fgr.ipfu

Interested? Get in touch...

E: wendoverladiesnetball@hotmail.com

Insta: @wendoversparrowhawks

WENDOVER COMMUNITY AWARDS 2024

The Wendover Parish Council Community Awards are back for 2024, do you know someone
who goes above and beyond to make a difference in Wendover? It's time to give them the
recognition they deserve! Nominations are open now and close on the 215 March.

Please see more in the link below, | have attached a form for your convenience, there is also
an online form available in the link below:

https://www.wendover-pc.gov.uk/community-awards

The winners will be honoured at the Annual Parish Council Meeting on the 18" of April 2024 at
Wendover Youth Centre.
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