
 
 
 

Every Student Thriving 

Ready - Respectful - Responsible 
 

 
7 March  2025 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
I write this at the end of World Book Day but at the beginning of John Colet’s World 
Book Month. We’re going large this year as we firmly believe that reading is a 
fundamental skill that can unlock opportunity, knowledge, understanding, new 
perspectives on the world and cultural appreciation…  the list is endless!  
 
On my way to work this morning I was sad to hear that 40% of adults do not 
complete reading one full book in a year. That is staggering. Our young people are 
echoes of ourselves and our influence as adults, carers and parents has been proven, 
time and time again, to be  critical to the early habits and development of our young 
people. Habits they carry with them into adulthood. I remember as a child that our 
weekly visits to the library opened up  ‘a window to the world’.  
 
We could be forgiven in thinking that fiction reading is losing out to technology and 
the ever expanding digital world. However, there is hope as physical book sales 
have increased significantly in recent years. This may sound counterintuitive due 
to what we may perceive as the ‘kindle’ device culture of e-readers but this market 
has flattened out and a kindle doesn’t have the visual splendour of a library or the 
tactile feel of paper bound into pages - equally it cannot be used to prop open a door 
or raise the height of a laptop! 
 
As the Guardian reported last year in February : “Last year in the UK 669m physical 
books were sold, the highest overall level ever recorded. Research from Nielsen 
BookData highlights that it is print books that gen Z favour, accounting for 80% of 
purchases from November 2021 to 2022.” This pattern has continued. It would seem 
that books of all shapes and sizes still hold an allure over us and younger generations 
are keeping the reading flame well and truly lit shining a light on all the riches that 
books have to offer us. 
 
Many staff dressed up as literary characters on Thursday  to kick off our book month, 
(See photo on next page), and we have a whole host of activities planned over the 
coming weeks for everyone to engage in. Please do talk to your child about these 
and remind them to have a reading book in their bag as part of their equipment. 
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In this briefing you’ll find support information on reading in the ‘Tooled Up section’ 
and the technology advice section.  I would recommend you join in and perhaps 
have a 10 minute quiet reading session at home allowing yourself and your kin the 
opportunity to escape into the many worlds that our books have to offer.  In the 
words of J.K.Rowling:  “There’s always room for a story that can transport people to 
another place.” 

Take care - Ian Brierly 
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QUOTE QUILT - READING … 
 
"Today a reader, tomorrow a leader." – Margaret Fuller 
 

"A word after a word after a word is power." – Margaret Atwood 
 
"One glance at a book and you hear the voice of another person, perhaps 
someone dead for 1,000 years. To read is to voyage through time." – Carl Sagan 
 

"Show me a family of readers, and I will show you the people who move the 
world." – Napoleon Bonaparte 

 
"A book is a garden, an orchard, a storehouse, a party, a company by the way, a counselor, a multitude of 
counselors." – Charles Baudelaire 
 

"When I look back, I am so impressed again with the life-giving power of literature. If I were a 
young person today, trying to gain a sense of myself in the world, I would do that again by reading, 

just as I did when I was young." – Maya Angelou 
 

"Books are a uniquely portable magic." – Stephen King, On Writing: A Memoir of 
the Craft 

 
Think before you speak. Read before you think. – Fran Lebowitz 

"Books and doors are the same thing. You open them, and you go 
through into another world." – Jeanette Winterson 

"Once you learn to read, you will be forever free." – Frederick Douglass 
 
"Literature is the safe and traditional vehicle through which we learn about the world and 
pass on values from one generation to the next. Books save lives." – Laurie Anderson 
 

"Reading fiction is important. It is a vital means of imagining a life other than 

our own, which in turn makes us more empathetic beings. Following complex 

story lines stretches our brains beyond the 140 characters of sound-bite 

thinking, and staying within the world of a novel gives us the ability to be quiet 
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and alone, two skills that are disappearing faster than the polar icecaps." – Ann 

Patchett 

REMINDERS & NOTICES 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
GCSE Additional mocks     -  10-13 March 
Year 9 Consultation Evening    -  13 March 
Year 7 Consultation Evening    -  27 March 
End of Spring Term       -  4 April (2.55 finish) 
 

WORLD BOOK MONTH 
 
World book month - We are very excited to be celebrating reading 
for pleasure as a school community for a full month. As part of the 
celebrations, all pupils will be given the first 10 minutes of every 
lesson across the curriculum to read for pleasure. Please remember 
that a reading book is an essential part of the school equipment, and 
every pupil should have a reading book with them at all times. They 
will definitely need it for the coming weeks! 
 

TRAIN DISRUPTION  
 
Please be aware that in a couple of weeks there will be disruption to the train service from 
Aylesbury into Wendover during the school travel hours. We will post further information in 
due course. 
 

CURRENT VACANCIES 
 

● Business Studies Teacher 
● Cover Supervisor 

 
Please check our website for further details here. 

 

https://www.johncolet.co.uk/about/vacancies/


 
 
 

Every Student Thriving 
 

Ready - Respectful - Responsible 

SAFEGUARDING LEADS & 
INFORMATION 
 
 
If parents have any concerns about this 
practice or, believe that any young person 
at John Colet School might be at risk, then 
please do contact one of the members of 
our Safeguarding Team via  
 
safeguarding@johncolet.co.uk 
 
 

READING SKILLS : Click HERE for practical tips 

mailto:safeguarding@johncolet.co.uk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1alYdvTvLRyYWPX6ZPob5cEcI0l0wu9G2/view?usp=sharing
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ELGIVA THEATRE - ANNIE THE MUSICAL 

 
A golden opportunity this week to support local theatre and a John Colet Student. 
 
Alice Cockroft in year 9 will be playing Annie in Annie at The Elgiva next week. Her shows are 
Thursday night (13 March) and Saturday night (15 March) . 
 

Tickets are still available here 
https://elgiva.com/annie-panda-players/ 

 

 
 

 
 

https://elgiva.com/annie-panda-players/
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TOOLED UP - PARENT SUPPORT - WORLD BOOK DAY 

This week, many Tooled Up schools will celebrate World 
Book Day 2025. Whether dressing up as a favourite 
character, learning new words, enjoying online readings 
or taking extra time to share best loved books, this is a 
great opportunity for children to be excited about 
becoming enthusiastic readers. 

Research shows that having a wide reading habit can bring many benefits for 
children. Reading for pleasure is associated with better outcomes at school, 
improved wellbeing and enhances skills such as empathy. So it’s no surprise that 
here at Tooled Up we’re passionate advocates for reading and literacy. 

If you’d like some inspiration for your next library or bookshop trip, or you want 
help choosing up-to-date titles visit: Brilliant New Fiction for World Book Day 
2025. This resource includes book suggestions for children of all ages from five 
years to older teens.  

Some children need help and encouragement to become regular readers. Find 
advice for making reading a more central part of family life in Ten Tips to Promote 
Reading at Home. 

For younger children, set them on the path to becoming confident, proficient 
readers with these Tooled Up Resources on Developing Literacy. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RAMADAN 

 

https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/book-list/brilliant-new-fiction-for-world-book-day-2025
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/book-list/brilliant-new-fiction-for-world-book-day-2025
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/tips-to-try/ten-tips-to-promote-reading-at-home
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/tips-to-try/ten-tips-to-promote-reading-at-home
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/article/tooled-up-resources-on-early-literacy
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COMMUNITY SUPPORT 
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COMMUNITY EVENTS  

 

Aylesbury United FC will be hosting their annual Community Day on Saturday 22nd March 
2025 when The Ducks play Kidlington FC in our Southern League fixture (3pm kick off).  There 
will be some family fun and child-friendly activities within the ground from 1.30pm and at 
half time, as well as the football match itself.  

It will be free entry for all those who complete the registration form (linked below). 

The venue is The Meadow, Amy Lane, Chesham, HP5 1NE, which is where Aylesbury United 
FC currently play their home games, as we have been homeless and playing out of town for 
the last 19 years.  

Please find below a link where more details about the Community Day can be found including 
how to register for free entry. Registration will close at midnight on 18th March 2025.  

https://aylesbury.football/events/register-now-for-free-entry-to-the-2025-aylesbury-united-
community-day 

 

Register now for FREE entry to the 
2025 Aylesbury United Community 
Day 

This season's Community Day will take place on 
Saturday 22 March 2025 (Non League Day) when we 
welcome Kidlington to The Meadow (Amy Lane, 
Chesham, HP5 1NE) for our Pitching In Southern 
League Division One Central match. 

 

https://aylesbury.football/events/register-now-for-free-entry-to-the-2025-aylesbury-united-community-day
https://aylesbury.football/events/register-now-for-free-entry-to-the-2025-aylesbury-united-community-day
https://aylesbury.football/events/register-now-for-free-entry-to-the-2025-aylesbury-united-community-day
https://aylesbury.football/events/register-now-for-free-entry-to-the-2025-aylesbury-united-community-day
https://aylesbury.football/events/register-now-for-free-entry-to-the-2025-aylesbury-united-community-day

