
Ready - Respectful - Responsible

Parent Briefing 29.9.2023

Dear Parent/Carer,

We are only four weeks into the Autumn term and already a range of our young people
have had the opportunity to work with a professional artist, hear from a renowned
author, attend a BFI seminar and take part in a leadership development challenge
day. These skim the surface of our mission to enrich the curriculum with additional
experiences that expand knowledge and create memorable learning moments for young
people. Bringing the outside world into school gives our young people an appreciation of
the opportunities available to them and puts them directly in contact with thewisdom of
others.

I am delighted to report that our homework and study club has been so successful and
oversubscribed this year that we have now expanded the provision. I paid a visit to the
homework and study club this week and was taken aback by the number of young
people using our facilities constructively to manage their workload on school premises. I
highly recommend its use as a forum for getting on top of homework demands but also
as a positive space that provides a support network for assistance with adults and peers
on hand to guide and help if needed. On the subject of homework I would recommend,
even on days where homework is a little light, that students spend at least 30 minutes
recapping the knowledge they have picked up during the day. This could be through:

● A Diary
● A Notebook
● Using YouTube to watch more about a particular project or check understanding
● Creating a mindmap

Or any other such method that promotes recap and consolidation. Further advice can
be found by following this link for revision strategies on the school website. Research
shows that recapping learning in any form in short regular bursts tends tomake learning
‘stick’.

I’m delighted to inform you that our Jeans for Genes day raised £894 and continues
John Colet’s commitment to charitable causes. More ‘MAD’ events are in the pipeline so
keep a lookout!

MACBETH is a key text for year 10/11 students and I’d like to draw your attention to a local
production at the Court Theatre in Tring. This is a great opportunity to see the play and
enrich student knowledge and understanding in preparation for examinations. See the
flyer advert below for further information.

This week I have attached safety and safeguarding advice around ‘VAPING’. I would urge
parents to read through this advice and information as vaping issues related to society
and our young people post-pandemic have become significant. The unregulated nature
of the industry and the health hazards are a major concern and as adults we need to
ensure we are informed about the dangers and hazards of this substance technology.

Take care, Ian Brierly -Headteacher
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REMINDERS & NOTICES
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

● Year 5/6 Open Evening - 5 October (6.00-8.30pm)
● Year 11 Consultation Evening - 2 November (4.00-7.30pm)
● Half-term finishes on Thursday 19 October and we return to school on

Tuesday 31 October.

SAFEGUARDING LEADS & INFORMATION

County Lines
This week, Mr Crawford has been speaking to all year groups in assembly about
County Lines, and how Buckinghamshire and the surrounding Home Counties
are particularly at risk to this practice. The purpose of this assembly was to
question:

● What is it?
● Why is it prevalent in the home counties?
● Why are young people at risk of exploitation?
● What can students do and where do they go if they have a concern?

For parents who are unsure about what County Lines refers to, it can be defined
as: ..where illegal drugs are transported from one area to another, often across police
and local authority boundaries (although not exclusively), usually by children or
vulnerable people who are coerced into it by gangs. The 'County Line' is the mobile
phone line used to take the orders of drugs. (National Crime Agency, 2023)

If parents have any concerns about this practice or, believe that any young person at John
Colet School might be at risk, then please do contact one of the members of our
Safeguarding Team via safeguarding@johncolet.co.uk
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MENTAL HEALTH & PARENT SUPPORT

With the term well underway, our programme of webinars for
you has plenty to offer. Explore our diverse series of webinars
below, and follow the links to register.

October 4, 2023 - 10:30 BST The Story of Afro Hair – Book
Discussion with Kandace Chimbiri and Professor Damien Page Join Kandace Chimbiri and
Professor Damien Page as they discuss Kandace's book 'The Story of Afro Hair, 5,000 Years
of History, Fashion and Styles', which details the fascinating 5,000-year history of Afro hair.
This webinar will be of interest to anyone wishing to learn more about Black history and
how to celebrate children’s individuality and identity.

November 14, 2023 - 19:00 GMT Intercultural Couple Relationships with Dr Reenee Singh
Intercultural, interracial and interfaith couples are on the rise all over the world. In this
webinar, we’ll look at what the latest research tells us about intercultural relationships, the
discussion around them, and a few practical tools and techniques which both teachers
and intercultural parents will be able to adopt.

November 21, 2023 - 19:30 GMT Understanding Girls with Dr Tara Porter
Clinical psychologist and author Dr Tara Porter explores why girls are struggling with their
mental health so much at present and the potential underlying causes. In our webinar,
she will discuss factors which may contribute to girls’ suffering, and provide parents with
ideas for supporting their daughters.

December 5, 2023 - 19:30 GMT An Insight into Auditory Processing Disorder (APD) with
Kate King Difficulty in processing what we hear can have a significant impact on learning,
daily living and social interaction. APD can be hard to identify, sharing traits with both ASD
and ADHD. In this webinar, Kate King explains what parents and teachers might observe
and provides practical strategies to support learners.

December 7, 2023 - 19:00 GMT Mistakes and Mattering with Dr Kathy Weston
Join Dr Kathy Weston as she talks about the importance of normalising mistakes in family
life to reduce academic anxiety, and allow children an optimal chance of doing well in
school. She looks at current research in this area and the practical ideas it offers to parents.

CAR PARKING ISSUES

It has been brought to our attention that a small minority of parents are using the local
doctors surgery car park to drop off their children. One morning this week the staff from
the surgery, including the doctors, couldn't access the surgery car park due to people
using it when they shouldn't. - Could I remind you to be mindful of the car parking
situation and where feasible ensure students walk to school (very healthy!) or cycle
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SAFEGUARDING ADVICE FOR PARENTS
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UNIFORM

● Shoes -. Please check that they will conform - there are diagrams on the
website to help.

● Piercings - the rule is for a small, single, plain stud in the earlobe of each ear.
Getting additional piercings that are not healed in time for the start of term
means spending time in isolation until the item can be removed.

● Optional plain black v-neck jumper (worn with, not instead of the blazer). A
number of black sweatshirts have crept in. These are not acceptable.

● Plain outdoor coat, no large logos. So no hoodies, zipped or otherwise.
● No visible body art, please ensure holiday tattoos are removed.
● Clear nail varnish may be worn but fingernails must be short and nail

extensions of any kind are not permitted.
● False eyelashes are not permitted.
● Jewellery (except a watch and earrings as stated above) is not permitted. In

the case of jewellery and other accessories, the student will be asked to
remove the item, which will be confiscated. A parent/carer will then need to
come into school to collect the item in line with school policy.

The full uniform policy can be viewed in the policies section of the school website.

LOCAL UPDATES / EVENTS
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