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Dear Parent/Carer,

NEW GOVERNORS REQUIRED!
School governance is critical to the running of any school. This is particularly the case with a
stand alone academy. We are extremely lucky at John Colet to have a selection of highly
skilled governors who help support the vision of the school whilst offering positive
challenge to senior leaders. In recent years they have supported new building initiatives ,
appointed new leadership and been at the forefront of the new school vision.

We are now looking for new parent governors to join this passionate and ambitious team of
governors. The key to being a governor is to take the role of critical friend to the school. You
do not need any educational experience. Any skills set you bring will be valuable whether it
be financial, engineering, running a company or HR - every perspective is valuable and
brings new thinking and a fresh pair of eyes to the table.

What would be your commitment? Governors meet as a full body four times a year and
various sub-committees meet once a term. Your commitment in year 1 would be to attend
every full governor body and each of the sub-committee meetings to determine which
subcommittee you would like to sit on (Finance, Curriculum or Student well-being). Beyond
that occasionally we will ask for governors to support with suspensions, HR issues and staff
pay. If you feel you could give some time and would like to support John Colet in the next
stage of its evolution please express your interest in joining by emailing Wayne Howell on
this email: governors@johncolet.co.uk

ATTENDANCE UPDATE
Now that we have returned to a more traditional school day we now register for two very
distinct sessions. The DFE requires schools to use a morning and afternoon register to
monitor pupil attendance for 2 sessions of a school day. With the recent change to lunch
time the register submitted for the afternoon session has moved from the start of period 4:
12.15 or 12.45 to the start of period 5: 1.55pm. With this in mind if you have to schedule
unavoidable appointments such as with the doctors or Orthodontist during the school day,
please try to make this after your child has registered at 1.55pm. If they leave before 1.55pm it
will impact their attendance figure as they will miss 1 session on the register.

PROFESSIONAL GROWTH
You may have heard that the new government has now removed the need for staff
appraisal to be linked to pay. Ironically in the summer term John Colet made the decision to
do just that and develop a professional growth appraisal system decoupled from the
pressure of pay progression. Research has long shown that educational appraisal linked to
pay has little to no effect. We now have the freedom to focus on what we believe matters in
securing the best outcomes for students - this may mean action research, trialling a new
approach , refining a key skill or focusing on particular student needs. Educational staff
trust is back on the agenda!

Take Care - Ian Brierly

PS - Check out the free on-line youth support courses at the end of this briefing.
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REMINDERS & NOTICES
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Open Evening for 2025 admissions - 3 October (5.30pm - 8.00pm)
INSET Day - 4 October
Open Morning - 7 October (9.15am 10.45am)
Half-term begins - Friday 25 October

CURRENT VACANCIES

● Learning Support Assistants
● Senior Administration Assistant
● Casual Exam Invigilators

Please check our website for further details here.

PARKING - REMINDER

A PLEA : Please could you ensure that you do not park in or block access to the
Wendover Health Centre. IT IS NOT A DROP OFF ZONE and car issues are beginning to
impact significantly on the centre’s ability to operate effectively at key points in the
day.

SAFEGUARDING SPOTLIGHT

SEXTORTION
Young people are more vulnerable than ever due to the amount of time they typically spend
online. With this in mind, the National Crime Agency (NCA) has, earlier this week sent an alert
out to all schools nationally regarding “sextortion” and its prevalence. Please see this link for
further information about what it is, what the signs of it are and how you can support your
children to remain safe online.

SAFEGUARDING LEADS & INFORMATION

If parents have any concerns about this
practice or, believe that any young person
at John Colet School might be at risk, then
please do contact one of the members of
our Safeguarding Team via

safeguarding@johncolet.co.uk
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https://www.johncolet.co.uk/about/vacancies/
https://www.nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/news/nca-issues-urgent-warning-about-sextortion
mailto:safeguarding@johncolet.co.uk
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SAFEGUARDING ADVICE FOR PARENTS : Click HERE for practical tips
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1e1NSpOgZ8Vr_GYbMQOpAC0R7uZryd2_N/view?usp=sharing
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TOOLED UP - SUPPORT FOR PARENTS

This week at Tooled Up we’re thinking about
thinking: engaging children’s curiosity,
thinking about how the brain works, and
using ‘metacognitive approaches’ to ensure
they study, learn and revise in the best way

possible.

Metacognition is the process of thinking about your learning. Encouraging metacognition in
children can build more resilient, efficient learners who can organise themselves and reflect on
their progress. A great place to start is this webinar with Science teacher and advisor Liz
Keable, full of strategies to use at home. Follow that by listening to Patrice Bain, author of A
Parent’s Guide To Powerful Teaching, and her strategies that parents can use to optimise
learning.

As parents, we can play a powerful role in modelling a love of learning. If you are wondering
how to do that, check out some of the resources on this useful list. Whether you have a baby
or a teen, there are actions we can take to encourage a sense of wonder about the world
around us.

Most children will likely have tests or assessments at some point over the school term.
Following any assessment, it is good to encourage children to think about what went well and
where they could make further progress. Praise them for taking any feedback on board. If they
do well in a test or assessment, try to praise their effort rather than their performance. Our
interview with cognitive neuroscientist, Professor Paul Howard-Jones nudges us to take our
children ‘aback’ when delivering praise; if it feels surprising, it is more likely to motivate.

For parents who are helping teens prepare for school mocks or higher stake exams, don’t
forget to download our helpful revision resource that gets young people thinking about ‘what
works’ when it comes to organisation, memorisation and learning. As a family, listen back to
this podcast with brain scientist, Duncan Astle who reiterates the importance of sleep for all
learners.
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https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/webinar/helping-your-child-develop-metacognition-for-more-effective-learning-with-liz-keable
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/podcast/dr-weston-talks-with-patrice-bain
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/article/cultivating-young-childrens-curiosity
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/podcast/dr-christie-talks-with-dr-marina-bazhydai-curiosity-creativity-and-wonder
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/activity/20-scientific-questions-to-discuss-with-curious-teens-around-the-dinner-table
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/activity/evaluating-my-learning-after-an-assessment
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/podcast/dr-kathy-weston-talks-with-professor-paul-howard-jones-motivating-learning-during-the-covid-19-school-closures
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/tips-to-try/smart-reviser
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/podcast/dr-weston-talks-with-dr-duncan-astle-understanding-learning-neuromyths-memory-revision-and-helping-struggling-learners
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TEACHER TRAINING

Teacher Training opportunities with Astra SCITT from September 2024
Whether you or someone you know is a recent graduate or potential career switcher, teaching
offers a rewarding, challenging and varied career. John Colet School works in partnership
with Astra School Centred Initial Teacher Training to provide training for new primary and
secondary teachers on a full-time or part-time basis. Astra works in partnership with over sixty
local schools across Buckinghamshire and all courses lead to Qualified Teacher Status (QTS)
and most applicants also study for the Postgraduate Certificate in Education (PGCE).
Generous tax-free bursaries are available in many secondary subjects and all courses are
eligible for student finance. Applications for teacher training are made through DfE Apply.

Do contact Astra (hello@astra-alliance.com)/01494 787573 if you would like to know more.
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http://www.astra-alliance.com/
https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-teacher-training
mailto:hello@astra-alliance.com
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FREE ON-LINE YOUTH SUPPORT FROM BUCKS
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