
Ready - Respectful - Responsible

Parent Briefing 26.1.24

Dear Parent/Carer,

You may be aware that theMisbourne school had to shut this week due to an
unprecedented cyber attack. There have been growing concerns regarding cyber attacks
on schools and other public bodies and this is becoming more prevalent. Our thoughts are
with the staff and students of Misbourne who have had their daily lives and routines
disrupted by this heinous act. Schools have clear guidance on implementing policies and
safety systems but these are never water-tight in an age of ever-evolving technology and
we simply cannot mitigate for every possibility. It is a cursory reminder that we must be
vigilant at an institutional as well as personal level - this week's safeguarding advice focuses
on good smartphone habits that reduce safety risks and is worth considering and sharing
the advice on offer..

We fully encourage our students to utilise their entrepreneurial spirit and as I sit and write
this the sixth form young enterprise students are running a movie evening for years 7
and 8 as part of a business venture. Tickets have been sold, pizza and refreshments
purchased and Shrek is about to be unleashed in all its vibrant glory! Students were
encouraged to bring duvets, pillows and get into ‘sofa’ mode. It was a timely reminder
that our young people do need occasions to socialise in safe spaces together to develop
their social skills and grow a sense of community. It looks like a great evening and I get
the feeling that we will see more in the future.

With safe spaces in mind our Equality & Diversity groupwould like me to share this
announcement:

“The Equality and Diversity group is delighted to introduce the launch of a really
empowering Ally group. This group will happen during early lunchtime on Mondays, in
the Sociology (So1) classroom located in the downstairs English block. Our goal is to offer a
friendly and inclusive space for students of all ages, where they can enjoy their meals
inside and get helpful advice from our experienced sixth formers. There is going to be a
question box, where students can anonymously ask questions.We are planning on
setting up a “Movie Monday”, where we will be showing films throughout the lunch time, as
well as having some games available for students.We encourage everyone to join us in
promoting inclusivity and creating a positive atmosphere within our school
community. Also, we're happy to announce that we've got a dedicated adult supervisor
who will make sure the space is safe and secure”

This is empowering stuff and brilliant to see it being led by students for students. It is
becoming increasingly apparent that people need spaces where they can articulate their
thoughts and feelings about the world around them and their place within it in an open
and secure manner, with no fear of judgement. Being authentic and comfortable with
ourselves is central to being able to contribute to wider communities and is part of the John
Colet belief that every student should thrive in a safe and kind environment.

Take care - Ian Brierly
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REMINDERS & NOTICES
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

● Year 13 Consultation Evening - 01.02.24
● Year 11 Consultation Evening - 08.02.24

IS YOUR CHILD TOO ILL FOR SCHOOL?
This useful link will help parent/carers in their decision making as the cold weather
increases our vulnerabilities to bugs and colds:

IS MY CHILD TOO ILL FOR SCHOOL?

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE LOTTERY
John Colet has now been approved by Bucks Lottery
and if you take part you may now nominate the school
to receive funds as part of the fund-raising process.

OPPORTUNITIES

COVER SUPERVISOR REQUIRED : An excellent opportunity for any person who has just finished
education or any who may be considering a future career in education, or for anyone who would like a
role which can fit around their family life. If interested please contact Mrs Perry:
cperry@johncolet.co.uk

CASUAL INVIGILATORS:We are always looking for people to join our team of casual invigilators If
you are interested or would like to inquire as to opportunities then the advert and application form for
invigilators can be found here.

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES VOLUNTEERS: If you speak French or Spanish and would like to
support our MFL department please contact Mrs Simpson, our Head of MFL, directly:
isimpson@johncolet.co.uk.

SAFEGUARDING SUBSTANCE AWARENESS - SNUS

We are aware that some students have brought nicotine pouches or SNUS to school.
Attached is an article to make you aware of the dangers and legality of these pouches.
Students found with SNUS (including white SNUS) or nicotine pouches in school will have
the item confiscated and will receive a consequence in line with the school behaviour policy.
Our policy refers to smoking and vaping equipment - SNUS and nicotine pouches will be
regarded in this category.

Tooled up Snus Article
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https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/?fbclid=IwAR3ItBhg2I_l96F7GEfCSH_1NuZTcCNXQRr2EznPxUyoqAQKwCpeSTSHIp8_aem_Afd8l-V0Uunwq7ArXa79k7KzolqbTcEIfKGXSPm51OfT6vksQwswlMtZ74L0WyyIycKqhdF58V2-CX6fnD1VH7Y2
mailto:cperry@johncolet.co.uk
https://www.johncolet.co.uk/about/vacancies/
mailto:isimpson@johncolet.co.uk
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/article/nicotine-pouches-and-snus-facts-to-know


TOOLED UP FOR PARENTS

Newsletter, 17.01.2024

Wherever you read our newsletter from, there’s a good chance you’ve seen plenty
of weather in the last couple of weeks! With freezing temperatures chilling the UK,
closely followed by Storm Isha lashing the country with wind and rain, we’ve all
had to think about the power of nature. And whenever there’s something
interesting happening outside, there are questions from your children and a
chance to discover and learn!

Here at Tooled Up we have an ever-expanding list of resources for engaging
children in broadening their knowledge and finding out more about the world
around them.

Do you know what aweather bomb is? We worked with meteorologist David
Bowker to create 20 Fun Facts About Storms to share with your children. If your
little ones find fierce wind and lightning scary, it might help them to understand a
bit more about the science behind the storm. You can follow storm facts with cloud
facts, using David’s Types Of Clouds Quiz, perfect for the budding
weather-watchers in your family.

After cloud facts, try fire facts! Try our Science of Fire Quiz, from science teacher
Lucy Haseler. Lucy also created this fun and educational list of Questions for
Bathtime. Every part of the day can be a learning opportunity, especially if it
teaches you why your fingers and toes go wrinkly in the water!

If you’re lucky enough to live on the coast, we have beach science activities for
both primary aged children and teens..

Even more inquisitive children – and their inquisitive parents – will love our
Learning Through Intrigue questions covering such ground as why drinks are
fizzy, why some people are left-handed and where freckles come from! For older
children, our Scientific Questions for Curious Teens activity tackles somemore
in-depth topics.

Of course, learning about the natural world means engaging with the threats
facing it. In this podcast, Dr Verity Jones of the University of the West of England
talks about climate change education, and how we can help our children through
a barrage of dire warnings and anxiety.
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SAFEGUARDING ADVICE FOR PARENTS
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SAFEGUARDING LEADS & INFORMATION

If parents have any concerns
about this practice or, believe
that any young person at John
Colet School might be at risk,
then please do contact one of
the members of our
Safeguarding Team via

safeguarding@johncolet.co.uk
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YOUNG ENTERPRISE - VALENTINE’S DAY
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WENDOVER PROPOSED SKATEPARK

LOCAL UPDATES / EVENTS
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