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Ready - Respectful - Responsible
Parent Briefing 24.11.23
Dear Parent/Carer,

One of the attractions of John Colet for me (apart from the wonderful positive learning
culture!) was the quality of the governance of the school. | attended my first major
finance trustees meeting this week to hear the assessment of our independent auditors
on our school finances. Several things were very apparent. Firstly the school is on an
excellent financial footing and in extremely good health in this respect. This is due to
some shrewd, financial acumen and excellent management. Secondly, was the quality of
the governance with the trustees challenging and questioning in a forensic and
pertinent manner. It further highlighted how well the school is being governed by
trustees on behalf of the local community.

We are now gearing up for the mock exams and | can see Year 11 and year 13 students
beginning to prepare accordingly for this valuable examination experience. However, |
came across one youngd person this week who was only ‘concerned about getting a 4 in
English and Maths’ and was not planning to focus on ‘other subjects’. We had a chat
about this odd approach and although | didn't quite admonish him | had strong words
about what | would describe as ‘investing in your future’.

The core skills of English and Maths are clearly vital for future prospects but success in
EVERY subject is equally as important. The skill set associated with success in any GCSE
subject is like an investment in your future. Employers are looking for diverse skill sets
which they can adapt and mould themselves within their companies, and a diverse and
wide ranging exam portfolio demonstrates adaptability and increases access to
opportunities. Expanding this portfolio with enrichment activities in and out of school
begins to give employers and further education institutions a much more accurate
picture of an individual’s capabilities, skill set and character. Reducing your portfolio
simply reduces your chances and places you at a competitive disadvantage; to use a
crass analogy narrowing your portfolio would be like a football striker proclaiming that ‘|
don't do defence!" - this would not be a player you would want to take on board.

EVERY subject and EVERY grade counts.

This week's safeguarding top tips is focussed on Black Friday and the pitfalls of cyber
crime whilst shopping online. It is worth reading not just to inform your children but also
for your own knowledge. Our ‘Tooled Up’ section also focuses on technology in family

life.

Finally, please take the time to read the winners of our ‘Two sentence scary story’
competition included directly after my sign off.

Take care.

lan Brierly
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REMINDERS & NOTICES

TWO LINE HORROR STORY WINNERS

The Winner...

2nd Place:
“The shadow! The lights flickered, it stood still.”
Joint 3rd Place:
“I've learnt to realise the shadow people on my wall are not real. Though | don't
know why they have glowing eyes.”
“I was about to get the exclusive e-ticket. Then the wi-fi dropped out...”
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

e Year 11 Mocks - 30.11.23 5 14.12.23
e Christmas Concert - 14.12.23

e 1st Day of Spring term - 04.01.24

e Year 13 Mocks begin - 04.01.24

OPPORTUNITIES

COVER SUPERVISOR REQUIRED : An excellent opportunity for any person who has just finished
education or any who may be considering a future career in education, or for anyone who would like
a role which can fit around their family life. If interested please contact Mrs Perry:
cperry@johncolet.co.uk

CASUAL INVIGILATORS: We are always looking for people to join our team of casual invigilators If
you are interested or would like to inquire as to opportunities then the advert and application form
for invigilators can be found here.

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES VOLUNTEERS: If you speak French or Spanish and would like to
support our MFL department please contact Mrs Simpson, our Head of MFL, directly:
isimpson@johncolet.co.uk.

WENDOVER YOUTH CENTRE LEAD YOUTH WORKER/CENTRE MANAGER JOB VACANCY - for
further enquiries to admin@wendoveryouth.co.uk please.

SAFEGUARDING LEADS & INFORMATION

Be Safe

Mr Crawford I wrs Rowland

ID]E&“"”EEMEW B e Ki n d ;Jﬁzeslftiunal Safeguarding Lead

If parents have any concerns about this practice or, believe that any young person at John
Colet School might be at risk, then please do contact one of the members of our

Safeguarding Team via safeguarding@johncolet.co.uk
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MENTAL HEALTH & PARENT SUPPORT

It's official: Tooled Up Education are innovators! We're thrilled to
be finalists in the BETT Awards for Innovation. These Awards
« recognise creativity and impact in the use of technology in
TOOLED UP education. This week we’re thinking about the role that
technology plays in family life, and how we can support our
children in forming good habits around technology and the internet.

BECAUSE EVIDENCE MATTERS

With the holidays around the corner, many parents will be having that conversation about
buying a child their first smartphone. Here at Tooled Up we get a lot of questions about
“first phones.” Watch Dr Weston’s webinar on what to consider before buying your child a
phone. Our webinar on raising a child in the digital world can answer some of your queries
and make a good starting point for healthy conversations with children.

If you follow any of the latest trends in technology, you've probably heard of the metaverse
by now, but you might not be quite so sure what it is or what it does. Our helpful explainer
for parents from Dr Lisa Sugiura is a great starting point.

Gaming is a key leisure activity for many young people, a social experience, a multi-billion
dollar industry and a point of contention in many households. These top tips from expert
Andy Robertson will help you set healthy boundaries and keep gaming enjoyable and
safe. As always, don’'t miss out on attending any online event. Coming soon:

November 29, 2023 —12:30 GMT: Help! | Feel Like A Failure As A Parent!

Psychiatrist Dr Gauri Seth will address the thorny topic of parental guilt and how to
manage it.

December 6, 2023 —19:000 GMT: Raising A Resilient Teen Bo

In this online talk, Dr Kathy Weston will take parents on a journey through the evidence
relating to boys' resilience and mental health.

Other Links:

g

Relationships, Kindness and Family Values Treating Others Kindly
success (younger children)

Core Values ?

bystander nout

Treating Others Kindly o . , Kindness Passport
(teenagers) Raising an “Upstander
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e Shoes -. Please check that they will conform - there are diagrams on the
website to help.

e Piercings - the rule is for a small, single, plain stud in the earlobe of each ear.
Getting additional piercings that are not healed in time for the start of term
means spending time in isolation until the item can be removed.

e Optional plain black v-neck jumper (worn with, not instead of the blazer). A
number of black sweatshirts have crept in. These are not acceptable.
Plain outdoor coat, no large logos. So no hoodies, zipped or otherwise.

No visible body art, please ensure holiday tattoos are removed.

Clear nail varnish may be worn but fingernails must be short and nail
extensions of any kind are not permitted.

False eyelashes are not permitted.

Jewellery (except a watch and earrings as stated above) is not permitted. In
the case of jewellery and other accessories, the student will be asked to
remove the item, which will be confiscated. A parent/carer will then need to
come into school to collect the item in line with school policy.

The full uniform policy can be viewed in the policies section of the school website.

WENDOVER PROPOSED SKATEPARK

Share your thoughts about this exciting project on the planning application page:

Or visit the crowdfunding page to help out:
https:/www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/wendover-skatepark

THERE IS A SEVERE LACK OF
FACILITIES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
RECEIVE REWARDS IN
IN WENDOVER AND WE ARE RETURN FOR YOUR
KEEN TO PROVIDE A SKATEPARK DONATIONS!
AS A FOCAL POINT
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any data entered on the site could be

intercepted by eriminal third parties.

R |
TRUST YOUR
INSTINCTS

-ounts doesn't |
[for exam i
pPop-up @
particularly sutdated) ~ this often
serves as ared flag thot the seller
might not ba amirelytru

REVIEW BANK
STATEMENTS

Even if you've followed all our tips,
it's probably worth checking your
next bank statement for any
unusual transactions. Criminals
know that on Bleck Fridoy and Cyber
Monday, lots of people make
numerous purchases online: they're
hoping that any stalen money will
get lost in the crowd of other
transactions, If you see a payment
or payes you can't identify, raise it
with your bank straight away.

BEWARE OF
SUSPICIOUS EMAILS

Block Fridoy ond Cyber Monday
often bring o significant spike
phishing emails, as criminals use the
+ - events’ sense of urgency as cover for
anal informaotion. Even if
they look legitimats, be wary of
emails requi ng you to do something
unusual or suspicious: providing your
personal details in exchange for
access to last-minute deals, for
king on a link toan

CHECK IT'S THE
REAL DEAL

It's not just cybercriminals you
ried to be wary of, Research has

- shown that some online retailers

Increcse the price of certain items in
the weeks before Black Friday and

. Cyber Monday - enabling them to
then advertise "discounts” (which, in
reality, have simply restored the cost
to nermel levels). Use an oniine price
comparison tool to verity whether
these “reductions” truly equate tea
saving.
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BI.ACK FRIDAY

AND CYBER MONDAY

Black Friday and Cyber Monday have become established a5 two of the year's biggest shopping events, glving
consumers the opportunity to shap Up a stash of stunning bargalns. While this is generally good naws, of colirse, the
Itant ratail frenzy can lead te people dropping their gudrd - especially onlineg. In previous years, o seasonal sUrge

MINIMISE
MICROTRANSACTIONS

Block Friday and Cyber Monday
premaotions extend to digital items
os well as physical ones. Some
gaming companies will offer
diseounts on in-opp and in-game
microtransactions such as loot
boxes. If you're concerned about
how much your child might spend
on these upgrades, you con restrict
their abiiity to moke purchaoses (via
their device’s setlings) or remove
any linked payment metheds,

hishing emails and credit card scams being unleashad on Unwary

buyers. Our guide has some assential pointars on keeping your datails - and your monay — safa while you shop.

ENSURE A SITE'S
SECURE

SET STURDY

PASSWORDS m

A strong, unique password is one af
the most stralghtforward ways to
protect yoursell from cyber-crime.
As most of us have multiple online
shopping accounts, it can be
ternpting to use the same password
tar them all = but this puts your
persaonal dota at greater risk. You
could try using o possword manager
e croate o different, robust
password for each online retailer
that you visit

I nrrcu THE
DEBIT CARD

Where possible, it's safest to shop
online with a credit card (o oppozed
te a debit card) because it offers
additional protection. If a purchase is
magde fraudulently on your credit
card, there's a fair chance of your
beank reimbursing you. Should
criminals obtain your debit card
details, however, they could empty
your account in moments = and it con
be difficuit to recover your money,

RESISTTHE .-
INFLUENCE

Recommendations from social
media influencers are another thing
to remain vigilant for on Black Friday
and Cyber Monday. Whila many of
these will be legitimate, remembar
that influencers ane often paid ta
promote products — and to publici
deals that aren't quite as amazing
as they might seem. Don’t fasl
pressured into buying purely on their
advice; look ot everything with o

critical eye.

TAKE CARE ON
SOCIAL MEDIA

Sociol medio scommers ore more
octive on Block Friday and Cyber
Monday, os they know people are
hunting for deals online. These
scoamimers tend to concentrate on
platferms such os Facebook and
Instagram, posting malicious links
that can compromise shoppers'
personal details. Other scammers,
meanwhile, falsely cdvertise
products in an attempt to trick
users out of their hard-earned

o

National
Online

*/ Safety’
#WakeUpWednesday
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LOCAL UPDATES / EVENTS

ANY LEVEL OF EXPERIENCE
AMAZING FACILITIES INCLUDING
GYM AND PHYSIO
NC3 MIDLANDS (SOUTH) LEAGUE
WOMENSRUGBY@AYLESBURYRFC.CO.UK

: CELEBRATION
TRAINING TIMES:

Saturday 2™ December
WEDNESDAY 19:30-2100

[ = L P i .
DUNDAY 1230 1400 There will be lots to enjoy on the night including:
4 - + Santa’s Grotto

* Christmas Gift Stalls, Food & Drink

+ Late night shopping on the High Street

* Wendover Singers Adult and Children’s Choir,
plus more local groups entertaining!

* Bucks Radio will be hosting the event with a
special guest, the Bucks Bear.

J Brown Funeral Services
Independent Family Funeral Director
‘Wendover Amersham

Ideg

SURGERIES

3rd Thursday of each month!

Collecting positive ideas
for the future of
Wendover!

O 16th November
@ 10am - 12pm concerns and chat with the
@ Wendover Library Parish Councillors.

Bring your Ihough!s, ideas, or
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