
Ready - Respectful - Responsible

Parent Briefing 22.9.2023

Dear Parent/Carer,

You may remember late last term the 12 hour Ultimate Frisbee event that took place in
aid of charity. We recently received a letter from the Aces Wheelchair basketball Club
thanking us for our efforts in supporting their cause. We raised an impressive £1,541.72
and the Aces are incredibly grateful for our donation. Today is 'Jeans for Genes' day and
thus kicks off our charity drive for the 2023/24 academic year. This is tied in closely to our
community 'Make A Difference' (Or MAD) initiative which encourages students to run or
take part in projects that benefit the wider community. This is very much part of the John
Colet ethos of preparing our young people to be active and productive citizens.

On the subject of community I met with members of the local parish council this week.
They welcomedme to Wendover and we discussed a number of issues but high on the
agenda was how they might engage with the young people of Wendover and the
surrounding areas in order to get their input into local facilities and possible projects. Their
big project at the moment is to create a skatepark facility in Wendover. This is costly
and the council are attempting to raise funds in a manner which does not impinge on
their core funding. They have secured a good percentage of funding so far and are
determined to bring the project to fruition. To assist they have set up a crowdfunding
page which explains the project, funding and provides plans for the skatepark. The
link, if you would like to contribute or find out more is :

https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/wendover-skatepark

It’s been the final week for parents/carers to have the opportunity to meet pastoral teams
and remind themselves of our expectations and routines. We have had an excellent turn
out with 500+ adults in attendance over the six evenings. The powerpoint presentations
are on our website and we look forward to meeting you all again during each year group’s
progress evening. These will not be on-line as we are returning to on site, face-to-face,
meetings with teachers.

Today we look forward to the author Sophie McKenzie visiting the school to talk to our
Year 8 students about her career and give some insights into the art of writing and the
career opportunities of authorship. Reading has been a key national priority for some time
and there are good systems in place at John Colet to support, encourage and develop
reading skills. Parents/carers can help by encouraging reading or asking students
about texts that they may have read in school on a daily basis - this is also a good way to
develop retention and recall as students will need to utilise their short-termmemory to
explain about their reading and this increases the probability that the information will be
held in their long-termmemory.

This week I have attached safety and safeguarding advice around ‘WhatsApp’ that you
may find useful.

Take care

Ian Brierly -Headteacher
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https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/wendover-skatepark


REMINDERS & NOTICES

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

D of E Bronze Award Evening for year 9 - 28 September
Open Evening - 5 October (6.00-8.30pm)

UNIFORM

● Shoes -. Please check that they will conform - there are diagrams to
help.

● Piercings - the rule is for a small, single, plain stud in the earlobe of
each ear. Getting additional piercings that are not healed in time for
the start of termmeans spending time in isolation until the item can
be removed.

● Optional plain black v-neck jumper (worn with, not instead of the
blazer). A number of black sweatshirts have crept in. These are not
acceptable.

● Plain outdoor coat, no large logos. So no hoodies, zipped or
otherwise.

● No visible body art, please ensure holiday tattoos are removed.
● Clear nail varnish may be worn but fingernails must be short and

nail extensions of any kind are not permitted.
● False eyelashes are not permitted.
● Jewellery (except a watch and earrings as stated above) is not

permitted. In the case of jewellery and other accessories, the student
will be asked to remove the item, which will be confiscated. A
parent/carer will then need to come into school to collect the item in
line with school policy.

The full uniform policy can be viewed in the policies section of the school
website.

CAR PARKING ISSUES

It has been brought to our attention that a small minority of parents are using
the local doctors surgery car park to drop off their children. One morning this
week the staff from the surgery, including the doctors, couldn't access the surgery
car park due to people using it when they shouldn't. - Could I remind you to be
mindful of the car parking situation and where feasible ensure students walk to
school (very healthy!) or cycle.
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MENTAL HEALTH & PARENT SUPPORT

Setting Up Success: Thriving in the Academic Year Ahead

Now that the Autumn term is well and truly underway, it’s time to
instil good habits and organisation skills. This is particularly crucial
for students embarking on an examination year. Remember, a

strong start paves the way for a successful journey ahead! Discover our ‘Goal Planner’ to
boost self-esteem and confidence in your child, take the stress out of school mornings, and
explore valuable tips tailored for students in their GCSE year. If you’re a parent of a younger
child, there is plenty we can do at home to help feel prepared and calm ahead of an exam as
well, so make sure to take a look at our quick and simple tips.

Healthy Relationships, Healthy Boundaries

With the news regularly featuring sexual assault allegations, we need to be opening
conversations with our children about healthy, mutually respectful relationships as well as
questions of consent and personal boundaries at an early age. We have various practical
resources designed to help teens think critically about how formative romantic relationships
should make them feel, how to navigate potential pressures to share intimate images, and
general facts on teen relationships today. And if you need some help with conversation
starters, you can always check out our list of fact and fiction books for all ages.

SAFEGUARDING LEADS
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https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/activity/goal-planner-for-the-new-school-year
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/tips-to-try/stress-free-school-mornings-for-teens
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/tips-to-try/your-best-year-yet-tips-for-students-in-their-gcse-year
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/?resource_index_desc%5Bquery%5D=gcse
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/video/supporting-exam-performance-(for-parents-of-younger-children)
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/tips-to-try/talking-to-primary-aged-children-about-sex-and-relationships-10-tips-for-parents
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/activity/they-love-me-they-love-me-not
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/activity/they-love-me-they-love-me-not
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/?resource_index_desc%5BrefinementList%5D%5Btopics.name%5D%5B0%5D=Sexting
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/article/healthy-and-unhealthy-behaviour-in-teen-romantic-relationships-20-things-to-know
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/book-list/books-about-body-boundaries-consent-and-healthy-relationships


SAFEGUARDING ADVICE FOR PARENTS
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LOCAL UPDATES
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