
Every Student Thriving
21 June 2024

Dear Parent/Carer,

The examination season is now officially over and I would like to offer a huge thank you to all
staff, parents and carers for their support of our young people during this examination
season. In some instances students were contending with 20+ examinations - it is a huge
undertaking and I am pleased to report that their conduct was absolutely first class. We will
all now await the outcomes in the summer.

Next week is FOCUS WEEK and we are now gearing up for a week of awe, wonder and
enrichment! This is a fabulous opportunity to build community spirit and develop skills
associated with the hidden curriculum. Somemay call these ‘soft’ skills but I’m inclined to
believe that teamwork, social skills, diplomacy, are actually the ‘hard’ skills. These skills are
fundamental to our ability to operate in the world and get on with people in a way that
enhances our own progress but also that of others. Information about what is happening
each day, what clothing and equipment is needed and when to expect children back from
trips on specific days has already been shared, so please have a close look in your inboxes.

Next week sees a vast array of activities from surfing to Bushcraft, community events,
sporting events, outward bound courses, visits and not forgetting our year 10 and year 12
students on work experience as well. Schools shouldn't just be about examinations;
developing character, providing opportunities and enhancing mind, body and spirit are all
equally important in providing the foundations for every student to thrive.

On a similar note a message and an opportunity for year 7 and year 8 students from some
of our entrepreneurial sixth formers:

“Hi,

We are Scent A Hug, the young enterprise group for the school. We are running a
Shrek 2 movie night for year 7 and 8s in the Lecture Theatre on Thursday 4th July 2024
at 3-5pm.

We ask for a parent donation of at least £2 for a ticket, which is available on ParentMail.
Pizza is available to purchase separately, at the price of £1.50 per slice and must be
pre-ordered on Parentmail. Fizzy drinks and popcorn will be available to buy for £1 each on
the night, so please ensure your child brings cash.

Thanks - Scent A Hug - A branch of Young Enterprise”

A couple of final notices: due to focus week homework club WILL NOT be running next
week and blazers do not need to be worn as from 24 June. However in line with usual
practice, jumpers should not be worn as a substitute.

Take Care - Ian Brierly
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REMINDERS & NOTICES
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Focus week 24 -28 June
Year 6 Induction days 2 & 3 July
Year 10 / 12 D of E qualifying 5 July

PARKING - REMINDER

A PLEA : Please could you ensure that you do not park in or block access to the
Wendover Health Centre. IT IS NOT A DROP OFF ZONE and car issues are beginning to
impact significantly on the centre’s ability to operate effectively at key points in the
day.

SAFEGUARDING SPOTLIGHT

SEXTORTION

Young people are more vulnerable than ever due to the amount of time they typically spend
online. With this in mind, the National Crime Agency (NCA) has, earlier this week sent an alert
out to all schools nationally regarding “sextortion” and its prevalence. Please see this link for
further information about what it is, what the signs of it are and how you can support your
children to remain safe online.

OPPORTUNITIES

We currently have the following vacancies:
PART-TIME DATA AND ASSESSMENT OFFICER
EXAMINATIONS OFFICER
PART-TIME LIBRARIAN AND MEDIA AND MARKETING ASSISTANT
PERSONAL CARE ASSISTANT WITH LEARNING SUPPORT ASSISTANT RESPONSIBILITIES

For more information please see the vacancies section of the website.
https://www.johncolet.co.uk/about/vacancies/

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES VOLUNTEERS: If you speak French or Spanish and would like to
support our MFL department please contact Mrs Simpson, our Head of MFL, directly:
isimpson@johncolet.co.uk.
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https://www.nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/news/nca-issues-urgent-warning-about-sextortion
https://www.johncolet.co.uk/about/vacancies/
mailto:isimpson@johncolet.co.uk
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SAFEGUARDING ADVICE FOR PARENTS : Click HERE for a higher res version
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BGsbRelTZRk7aYmAqsRxYfWmg9SwWbXH/view?usp=drive_link
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PARENT GUIDE

ParentGuide is putting on a series of free webinars before the summer break to benefit
parents/carers of current Yr 9, 10, and 11 students.

Details of each event can be found by clicking on the event link where there will also be the
opportunity to register for a ticket.

As with all of our ParentGuide webinars, they will last approximately 45 minutes and attendees
will be given the opportunity to ask questions at the end.

If parents can’t attend the events live, then as long as they have registered for a ticket, they
will be emailed a link to the replay as soon as the event has finished.

● Navigating yr 11. 7-8pm, Thurs 27th June (For parents/carers of current yr 10 students)
● https://events.parentguidetoeducation.com/navigating-y11

● Navigating GCSE. 7-8pm, Thurs 4th July (For parents/carers of current yr 9 students)
● https://events.parentguidetoeducation.com/navigating-gcses

We would be very grateful if you could share these free events with the parents/carers in the
appropriate ages groups.
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https://parentguidetoeducation.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=72db2a6e22b458e9594a5b34a&id=5ccee05f70&e=730c704df2
https://parentguidetoeducation.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=72db2a6e22b458e9594a5b34a&id=8bef0bd0ae&e=730c704df2
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SAFEGUARDING LEADS & INFORMATION

If parents have any concerns
about this practice or, believe
that any young person at John
Colet School might be at risk,
then please do contact one of
the members of our
Safeguarding Team via

safeguarding@johncolet.co.uk

TEACHER TRAINING

Teacher Training opportunities with Astra SCITT from September 2024
Whether you or someone you know is a recent graduate or potential career switcher, teaching
offers a rewarding, challenging and varied career. John Colet School works in partnership
with Astra School Centred Initial Teacher Training to provide training for new primary and
secondary teachers on a full-time or part-time basis. Astra works in partnership with over sixty
local schools across Buckinghamshire and all courses lead to Qualified Teacher Status (QTS)
and most applicants also study for the Postgraduate Certificate in Education (PGCE).
Generous tax-free bursaries are available in many secondary subjects and all courses are
eligible for student finance.

Applications for teacher training are made through DfE Apply.

Do contact Astra (hello@astra-alliance.com)/01494 787573 if you would like to know more.
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mailto:safeguarding@johncolet.co.uk
http://www.astra-alliance.com/
https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-teacher-training
mailto:hello@astra-alliance.com
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LOCAL UPDATES / EVENTS
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