
Ready - Respectful - Responsible

Parent Briefing 19.1.24

Dear Parent/Carer,

Well, we have certainly seen a temperature drop this week with Thursday seeing -8 degrees
recorded on site. Students and staff however remained resilient and with no site issues
reported school ran as per normal (with someminor disappointment that the snow never
materialised!).

I need to bring to your attention another policy ‘tweak’. We will now not be
administering paracetamol to students as a general rule.Moving forward, paracetamol
will only be administered on the day if parents supply a clear written and signed note (in
line with all other medications that some students occasionally need to take.) An over
reliance on any form of medication is not a good thing and has the potential for the
body to build up tolerances that reduce the effect of the relevant dosage. Equally
important is the ability to persevere and build up resilience by managing minor ailments.

This week saw the second of four parents evenings that are happening this half-term.
Year 8 and Year 9 parents have had the opportunity to meet with teachers to discuss
progress in person and this has made for two very productive meetings. I think over the
past few years that a minor ‘disconnect’ has occurred between schools and parents
where virtual meetings have been maintained. I have attended a few network groups
since my arrival and there is no doubt that my ability to connect, form partnerships,
empathise and understand has been greater when the meetings have been in person.
There are clearly occasions where a virtual meeting is efficient and effective but nothing
quite replaces the nuances and warmth that come with real interactions and
networking.

On another note this week saw a commissioned review of our SEN provision. We were
visited by an expert in the field who worked closely with staff, students and our newly
appointed SENDCO, Ms Bendel, to review our ethos, provision, implementation and impact
with the aim of producing recommendations to aid us in our journey to be at the cutting
edge of provision for students with needs. This was a very positive visit and it is a
testament to the work already undertaken that our provision is already well on its way to
meeting our ambitious vision.We now await key recommendations and in the meantime
we will be identifying and converting an area of the school into a support base that is
fully resourced to enhance our SEND offer.

Finally, whilst we shiver our way through these deep winter days, Mr Crawford would like to
draw your attention to the warmer climes of June- whereby for one week students in Years
7, 8 and 9 will be off timetable taking part in our Focus Week. Plans for this week are
being finalised and in the next week or so will be launched to the students. Children in each
year group will have the opportunity to attend a residential or, take part in our array of day
trips. Additionally, there will be a number of onsite activities all with the purpose of
growing resilience, creativity and teamwork.More information will shortly be sent home.

Take care

Ian Brierly
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REMINDERS & NOTICES
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

● Year 7&8 Shrek Movie Night (5pm-7pm) See below - 25.01.24
● Year 13 Consultation Evening - 01.02.24
● Year 11 Consultation Evening - 08.02.24

IS YOUR CHILD TOO ILL FOR SCHOOL?
This useful link will help parent/carers in their decision making as the cold weather
increases our vulnerabilities to bugs and colds:

IS MY CHILD TOO ILL FOR SCHOOL?

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE LOTTERY
John Colet has now been approved by Bucks Lottery
and if you take part you may now nominate the school
to receive funds as part of the fund-raising process.

OPPORTUNITIES

COVER SUPERVISOR REQUIRED : An excellent opportunity for any person who has just finished
education or any who may be considering a future career in education, or for anyone who would like a
role which can fit around their family life. If interested please contact Mrs Perry:
cperry@johncolet.co.uk

CASUAL INVIGILATORS:We are always looking for people to join our team of casual invigilators If
you are interested or would like to inquire as to opportunities then the advert and application form for
invigilators can be found here.

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES VOLUNTEERS: If you speak French or Spanish and would like to
support our MFL department please contact Mrs Simpson, our Head of MFL, directly:
isimpson@johncolet.co.uk.

SAFEGUARDING SUBSTANCE AWARENESS - SNUS

We are aware that some students have brought nicotine pouches or SNUS to school.
Attached is an article to make you aware of the dangers and legality of these pouches.
Students found with SNUS (including white SNUS) or nicotine pouches in school will have
the item confiscated and will receive a consequence in line with the school behaviour policy.
Our policy refers to smoking and vaping equipment - SNUS and nicotine pouches will be
regarded in this category.

Tooled up Snus Article
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https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/?fbclid=IwAR3ItBhg2I_l96F7GEfCSH_1NuZTcCNXQRr2EznPxUyoqAQKwCpeSTSHIp8_aem_Afd8l-V0Uunwq7ArXa79k7KzolqbTcEIfKGXSPm51OfT6vksQwswlMtZ74L0WyyIycKqhdF58V2-CX6fnD1VH7Y2
mailto:cperry@johncolet.co.uk
https://www.johncolet.co.uk/about/vacancies/
mailto:isimpson@johncolet.co.uk
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/article/nicotine-pouches-and-snus-facts-to-know


TOOLED UP FOR PARENTS

Newsletter, 17.01.2024

One thing about parenting: it is a journey! When every day throws up new
questions and challenges, from friendship groups to body changes to exam stress,
it can feel like one has to become an instant expert in a whole new field every day.

That’s where Tooled Up comes into its own. One hundred schools and
organisations subscribe to access our platform, and we receive a vast range of
parenting questions every week. In response, to date, we have created nearly 800
resources on a huge range of topics.

Ever wondered what other parents have asked our research team? Our A-Z of
Frequently Asked Parenting Questions gives a great overview of the most
common questions and concerns that parents put to Tooled Up.

If you ever feel overwhelmed by the amount of content on our site, use our
quick guides for an easy-to-digest overview of some of our most popular
subjects. Each guide links to different Tooled Up resources available to you.
Here are some of the most popular:

Our Quick Guide to Neurodiversity offers key terms for beginning to navigate
autism, ADHD, OCD and more, with links to expert panels, conference
recordings and support resources.

We have a Quick Guide to Anxiety which helps with identifying the symptoms of
anxiety, starting points for parents to help, and links to our many resources on
coping strategies and staying calm. Our Guide to Self-Harm contains resources to
help you give optimal support to children and young people.

Emotional Literacy refers to our ability to recognise our emotions, and the
strategies we use to cope with difficult feelings. Our Quick Guide to Emotional
Literacy gives you some tangible ideas for promoting emotional literacy within
family life. Many of these tips are just as useful for adults!

For parents of teenagers trying to keep up with the range of substances available
to to them at parties, on social media or through peer groups, our partnership with
the with drug education charity The DSM Foundation has led to guides on energy
drinks, alcohol, vaping, cannabis, nitrous oxide, as well as cocaine, MDMA and
ketamine.

Remember, “it takes a village to raise a child” so thank you for allowing us to
support you!

(Blue text = hyperlinks)
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SAFEGUARDING ADVICE FOR PARENTS
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YEAR 7&8 SHREK MOVIE NIGHT
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SAFEGUARDING LEADS & INFORMATION

If parents have any concerns
about this practice or, believe
that any young person at John
Colet School might be at risk,
then please do contact one of
the members of our
Safeguarding Team via

safeguarding@johncolet.co.uk
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WENDOVER PROPOSED SKATEPARK

LOCAL UPDATES / EVENTS
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