
 
 
 

Every Student Thriving 
 

14 March  2025 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
I have been captivated by several issues in the news this week but one in particular caught 
my eye : School readiness. 
 
A coalition of early-years educators in England, endorsed by Education Secretary Bridget 
Phillipson, has developed a “school-readiness” skills checklist aimed at helping parents 
prepare children aged four for reception classes. Key skills include toilet training, using 
cutlery, taking turns, sharing toys, recognizing their names, hanging coats, paying attention, 
and managing emotional expression. The guidance responds to teacher complaints about 
children arriving at school without basic skills. A survey by Kindred Squared revealed 
differing views between parents and teachers on school-readiness, with many parents 
believing their children were ready, but teachers disagreeing.  
 
The initiative aims to bridge this knowledge gap and ensure equal opportunities for all 
children from their first day of school. Concerns have also been raised about “lockdown 
babies” born during the Covid pandemic, showing widespread speech and language 
difficulties, exacerbated by increased screen time and reduced home conversation.   
 
Another initiative that I heard about was a primary school instructing their younger children 
how to brush their teeth. This sounded very well organised in a fun fashion and was aimed 
at creating habits and routines that last for a lifetime. But controversy surrounded the 
notion of what the parent/carer role was in all of this. 
 
Both of these notions struck me as equally troubling and encouraging. We have certainly 
experienced a small number of students in recent years who have not seemed school ready. 
Equipment issues, inability to adhere to boundaries , tantrum based responses to basic, 
polite instructions have all been notable in their increase.  Communities and schools 
responding to this through routine based initiatives is a good example of public service 
impact - however, on the flip side, what is happening with some aspects of how we are 
promoting the importance and responsibility of parenting?  
 
Jonathan Haidt, the well respected American social-psychologist, has written an excellent 
book entitled ‘The Anxious Generation’ which makes the  argument that children are 
being rewired by technology at critical development points  and not by the usual ‘play 
based’ human interactions of old. This leads to all sorts of anxiety inducing habits, reduced 
emotional resilience and an inability to manage emotions that would have previously been 
worked out through social ‘play’ and some coaching from parents. 
 
Parents do need refreshed support and guidance in this era of heightened technological 
influence which is essentially overpowering their influence - the need for working together 
in partnership for our young people is stronger than it has ever been. ‘Partnership power’ is 
the way and where this has been strong at John Colet we have seen good impact. So, I feel 
we do need to get back to adults coalescing in communities that aid our young people in 
becoming ready for school, ready to learn and ready for life.  
 

Take care - Ian Brierly 
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REMINDERS & NOTICES 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
Year 7 Consultation Evening​ ​ ​ ​ -​ ​ 27 March 
End of Spring Term ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ -​ ​ 4 April (2.55 finish) 
 
WORLD BOOK MONTH 
 
As part of our world book month celebrations, we are looking forward 
to welcoming the popular author Adam Connors to speak to year 8 
and 9 pupils next week. If you would like to order any signed copies 
of Adam's books following the event, the link to order books  is:  
 
Bookshop — Authors Abroad .  
 
Parents are asked to add their child’s name and form at checkout.    
Please  order books by 2nd April and they will be posted to arrive at school with signed 
bookplates in. 
TRAIN DISRUPTION  
 
Please be aware that in a couple of weeks there will be disruption to the train service from 
Aylesbury into Wendover during the school travel hours. We will post further information in 
due course. 
 
CURRENT VACANCIES 
 

●​ Business Studies Teacher 
●​ Cover Supervisor 

 
Please check our website for further details here. 

 
SAFEGUARDING LEADS & INFORMATION 

 
 
If parents have any concerns about this 
practice or, believe that any young person 
at John Colet School might be at risk, then 
please do contact one of the members of 
our Safeguarding Team via  
 
safeguarding@johncolet.co.uk 
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https://www.authorsabroad.com/bookshop?category=John+Colet+School
https://www.johncolet.co.uk/about/vacancies/
mailto:safeguarding@johncolet.co.uk
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READING SKILLS : Click HERE for practical tips 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1b5baDCd9_4VRi2aWRM5dz93wAzKa6FsU/view?usp=drive_link
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ELGIVA THEATRE - ANNIE THE MUSICAL 
 

A golden opportunity this week to support local theatre and a John Colet Student. 
 
Alice Cockroft in year 9 will be playing Annie in Annie at The Elgiva next week. Her shows are 
Thursday night (13 March) and Saturday night (15 March) . 
 

Tickets are still available here 
https://elgiva.com/annie-panda-players/ 
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https://elgiva.com/annie-panda-players/
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QUIZ NIGHT !! 
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RAMADAN 
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COMMUNITY SUPPORT 
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COMMUNITY EVENTS  

 

Aylesbury United FC will be hosting their annual Community Day on Saturday 22nd March 
2025 when The Ducks play Kidlington FC in our Southern League fixture (3pm kick off).  There 

will be some family fun and child-friendly activities within the ground from 1.30pm and at 

half time, as well as the football match itself.  

It will be free entry for all those who complete the registration form (linked below). 

The venue is The Meadow, Amy Lane, Chesham, HP5 1NE, which is where Aylesbury United 

FC currently play their home games, as we have been homeless and playing out of town for 

the last 19 years.  

Please find below a link where more details about the Community Day can be found including 

how to register for free entry. Registration will close at midnight on 18th March 2025.  

https://aylesbury.football/events/register-now-for-free-entry-to-the-2025-aylesbury-united-co

mmunity-day 

Register now for FREE entry to the 
2025 Aylesbury United Community 
Day 

This season's Community Day will take place on 
Saturday 22 March 2025 (Non League Day) when we 
welcome Kidlington to The Meadow (Amy Lane, 
Chesham, HP5 1NE) for our Pitching In Southern 
League Division One Central match. 
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