
Ready - Respectful - Responsible

Parent Briefing 1.12.23

Dear Parent/Carer,

Last week I waxed lyrical about every grade being critical to a student’s portfolio. This
week I want to underline the fundamental importance of good attendance. I am writing
this after checking our exam set-up at the start of the mocks and what I have seen is a
cracking team of adults setting up students for success with military precision! The
organisation is exemplary and fundamentally sets up students for success. Attendance at

school is also a fundamental
characteristic for success as
the chart below indicates. This
is not just in reference to Year 11
but to overall school
attendance.

I often explain to students that
if I had an employee with 90%
attendance this would
technically be equivalent to
one ½ day off every week and
the employee would then be
subject to attendance
procedures with a chance of

losing their job (reality bites!). They often look aghast.

So, as we approach Christmas I’d like you to keep a keen focus on attendance as EVERY
SECOND COUNTS!We will also be delivering our termly attendance awards in the final
week to those students whose attendance has been exceptional.

When I think of Christmas , I think of food, and this brings me to a change in our catering
contract. In the wake of our current catering contract coming to an end we actioned a
thorough tendering process which involved our students and new caterers, Culinera a
local caterer, will now be taking over the operation of our canteen. As a result I need to
ask that no monies be added to your parentpay account after 12 December or before 1
January. This will allow the funds system to be transferred accordingly . This will not
affect any credit on any account. After the 1 January funds can be added as normal.
Thank you.

I also need to make you aware that after Christmas Tuesdays will now end with a short
registration from 13.45 until 13.55pm for all students. This will ensure a more orderly exit
from the campus site and allow tutors to carry out some basic uniform , equipment
and/or behaviour checks.

A brief reminder that on the final day of the term school will finish at 12.15pm. This day
will also be our Christmas jumper day. Students may wear a christmas jumper instead of
the usual jumper and blazer for school (All other uniform regulations still apply!).

Take care - Ian Brierly
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REMINDERS & NOTICES
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

● Year 11 Mocks - 30.11.23 → 14.12.23
● Christmas Concert - 14.12.23
● End of Term + Xmas Jumper day - 15.12.23
● 1st Day of Spring term - 04.01.24
● Year 13 Mocks begin - 04.01.24

BUS ISSUES

It has come to the school’s attention that there has been somemisuse of the school bus
in the morning,with children without passes managing to board the bus. This has led to
eligible children not being able to board and being left behind. Please can we ask
parents to kindly remind their children that they must not board the school bus
without an official pass.

OPPORTUNITIES

COVER SUPERVISOR REQUIRED : An excellent opportunity for any person who has just finished
education or any who may be considering a future career in education, or for anyone who would like
a role which can fit around their family life. If interested please contact Mrs Perry:
cperry@johncolet.co.uk

CASUAL INVIGILATORS:We are always looking for people to join our team of casual invigilators If
you are interested or would like to inquire as to opportunities then the advert and application form
for invigilators can be found here.

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES VOLUNTEERS: If you speak French or Spanish and would like to
support our MFL department please contact Mrs Simpson, our Head of MFL, directly:
isimpson@johncolet.co.uk.

SAFEGUARDING LEADS & INFORMATION

If parents have any concerns
about this practice or, believe
that any young person at John
Colet School might be at risk,
then please do contact one of
the members of our
Safeguarding Team via

safeguarding@johncolet.co.uk

Committed To Excellence

mailto:cperry@johncolet.co.uk
https://www.johncolet.co.uk/about/vacancies/
mailto:isimpson@johncolet.co.uk
mailto:safeguarding@johncolet.co.uk


MENTAL HEALTH & PARENT SUPPORT

Playing with our children – and watching them play with
their siblings or peers – can provide some of the most rewarding
moments as a parent, from the first tower of stacking blocks that
we make for a baby to knock over, all the way to cricket in the
park or a video gaming session in the living room.

But play time has to compete with all the other demands on family life: jobs, homework,
school pressure and the online world of social media. As a result, many parents wonder
how to use play time well. What sorts of play are most beneficial to our children, what
limits should we set and where, and do we need to worry about the impact of digital play
when it takes over from “real world” activities?

In our fascinating new podcast, health lecturer Dr Jennifer St George and Emeritus
Professor of Psychology Peter Smith discuss their work on rough and tumble play. If you
worry when you see your children rolling around on the floor together or chasing each
other, their work can challenge your thinking and open a new window into children’s
minds. Dr Kathy Weston continues the theme of rough play in this week’s Wednesday
Wisdom.

Learn more about the importance of play in this video from Dr Kathy Weston, especially in
relation to children’s development and mental health. There’s an accompanying tip sheet
too on facilitating high-quality play.

Researcher Dr Rachel Nesbit has investigated the link between adventurous play – play
which challenges children and pushes them to the edge of their comfort zone – and
children’s development. Listen to our podcast interview with her here.

If you have an older child at home, “play” is often synonymous with gaming. But is too
much time playing video games detrimental to teenagers’ wellbeing? Dr Simona
Skripkauskaite from the University of Oxford answered questions about the impact of
gaming in a fascinating podcast.

Finally: our recent webinar on Understanding Girls with Dr Tara Porter was one of the
most popular online events we’ve ever held at Tooled Up. Many of you have been asking
when the recording and notes will be available. The wait is over! You can delve into this
session here.

December 6, 2023 – 19:000 GMT: Raising A Resilient Teen Boy
In this online talk, Dr Kathy Weston will take parents on a journey through the evidence
relating to boys’ resilience and mental health.
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SAFEGUARDING ADVICE FOR PARENTS
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WENDOVER TOWPATH UPDATE
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UNIFORM

● Shoes -. Please check that they will conform - there are diagrams on the
website to help.

● Piercings - the rule is for a small, single, plain stud in the earlobe of each ear.
Getting additional piercings that are not healed in time for the start of term
means spending time in isolation until the item can be removed.

● Optional plain black v-neck jumper (worn with, not instead of the blazer). A
number of black sweatshirts have crept in. These are not acceptable.

● Plain outdoor coat, no large logos. So no hoodies, zipped or otherwise.
● No visible body art, please ensure holiday tattoos are removed.
● Clear nail varnish may be worn but fingernails must be short and nail

extensions of any kind are not permitted.
● False eyelashes are not permitted.
● Jewellery (except a watch and earrings as stated above) is not permitted. In

the case of jewellery and other accessories, the student will be asked to
remove the item, which will be confiscated. A parent/carer will then need to
come into school to collect the item in line with school policy.

The full uniform policy can be viewed in the policies section of the school website.

WENDOVER PROPOSED SKATEPARK
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LOCAL UPDATES / EVENTS
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