
Ready - Respectful - Responsible

Parent Briefing 8.9.2023

Dear Parent/Carer,

Welcome to the first briefing of what I am sure will be a busy and exciting year! I have had
what can only be described as a ‘full on’ week: meeting new people , trying to understand
internal systems, dealing with stifling heat, but most critically meeting a confident and
very affable student body and a fabulously committed staff. It should be noted that,
although figures are provisional, it looks highly likely that last year’s year 11 have secured
the highest progress 8 figure that John Colet has attained since the reformation of GCSE
examinations. This is fabulous news!

Growth mindset, marginal gains, practice and ‘The iceberg illusion’were the key
themes running through my initial assemblies with a focus on the notion that ‘your
attitude determines your altitude’. I am very keen to focus on examinations as a
‘performance’ and that ‘performance’ can be prepared for and managed positively to
optimise success using skills that can be learnt. In my very limited initial observations of
classes students are keen and focussed. Building academic knowledge and skills
hand-in-hand with strong character traits will be at the heart of how we develop our
students building on the excellent foundations for success established under Mr Harty.

New leadership brings with it new perspectives and what I would describe as a ‘fresh
pair of eyes’. There were many attractions about the John Colet Headship but the tipping
factors were a friendly welcoming ethos, that is firm but fair, and very dynamic
leadership from an ambitious staff, leadership team and governing body. My role now
is to reflect on these ambitions and establish the direction of travel for the school in order
to turn a ‘good’ school into a ‘great’ school.

Lastly, a huge thank you to all parents/carers for ensuring that students were well
presented this week despite the challenging weather. We have operated a common sense
approach to the high temperatures allowing students to remove blazers and ties in class
accordingly. We have ample access to water on site and our senior leadership patrols
have been on alert for students who may be struggling. On the whole students have
managed the heat exceptionally well making good decisions about using shade at breaks
and keeping themselves hydrated. Small though they may be, these are signs of good
self-awareness and excellent self-regulation, two key areas that the school will be
building on in the coming academic year.

I hope to meet with you all in person over the coming weeks and would draw your
attention to the ‘meet the tutor’ evenings outlined below where I will also be in
attendance. I have also attached some safeguarding advice around live streaming that
you may find useful below.

Take care

Ian Brierly
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REMINDERS & NOTICES

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Meet the tutor evenings (6.30pm - 7.30pm):

Year 7 - 21 September
Year 8 - 19 September
Year 9 - 14 September
Year 10 - 20 September
Year 11 - 13 September
Sixth Form - 18 September

D of E Bronze Award Evening for year 9 - 28 September

UNIFORM

● Shoes - lots of school shoes are bought sensibly towards the end of
the summer break to allow for growth over the holiday. Please check
that they will conform - there are diagrams to help.

● Piercings - the rule is for a small, single, plain stud in the earlobe of
each ear. Getting additional piercings that are not healed in time for
the start of termmeans spending time in isolation until the item can
be removed.

● Optional plain black v-neck jumper (worn with, not instead of the
blazer). A number of black sweatshirts have crept in. These are not
acceptable.

● Plain outdoor coat, no large logos. So no hoodies, zipped or
otherwise.

● No visible body art, please ensure holiday tattoos are removed.
● Clear nail varnish may be worn but fingernails must be short and

nail extensions of any kind are not permitted.
● False eyelashes are not permitted.
● A lot of time was wasted last year ensuring students adhered to

expectations around Jewellery. Jewellery (except a watch and
earrings as stated above) is not permitted. In the case of jewellery and
other accessories, the student will be asked to remove the item,
which will be confiscated. A parent/carer will then need to come into
school to collect the item in line with school policy.

● The full uniform policy can be viewed in the policies section of the
school website.
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SAFEGUARDING ADVICE FOR PARENTS
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● Should you have concerns about the safeguarding of your child or any student at
John Colet School then please reach out to a member of our safeguarding team
above.
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Mental Health:
The beginning of a new academic year is often challenging for young people as they
readjust to school life. Please remember that we have mechanisms to support your child;
however, the best support would be to go through your GP. Should you wish to discuss your
child’s mental health then please reach out to their Tutor or Head of Year in the first instance.

At John Colet we provide access to parents to a quality online provision called Tooled Up.
This offers practical research driven advice for parents and carers on a range of topics
related to Safeguarding, Mental Health, Individualised Learning and Health needs.

Please visit www.tooledupeducation.com/register to register as a new parent. The school pin
to access resources is JCS2206
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