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 General Information: 
 There are three broad areas of study in this specification: 

 • the government and politics of the UK 
 • the government and politics of the USA 
 • political ideas. 

 The specification requires in depth study of UK and US government and politics. Comparisons 
 across the two political systems are required in the topic entitled Comparative politics. Students will 
 be required to identify parallels, connections, similarities and differences between aspects of 
 politics. This will ensure that students develop a critical awareness of the changing nature of politics 
 and the relationships between political ideas, political institutions and political processes. The 
 political ideas to be studied have relevance to both of the systems of government and politics. The 
 study of the four ideologies will enhance the students’ knowledge and understanding of politics, 
 political debate and political issues in both the UK and the USA. 

 In all components of this subject students must demonstrate the following skills: 
 • to comprehend and interpret political information 
 • to critically analyse and evaluate the areas of politics studied 
 • to construct arguments and explanations leading to reasoned conclusions 
 • to identify parallels, connections, similarities and differences between aspects of the areas of 
 politics studied 
 • to construct and communicate arguments and explanations with relevance, clarity and coherence 
 • to use appropriate political vocabulary 
 • to make connections between the different areas of politics studied 
 • to make comparisons across two political systems. 
 A Level Assessment: 

 Paper 1: Government and politics of the UK 
 Written exam: 2 hours • 77 marks • 33⅓ % of A-level 

 Paper 2: The government and politics of the USA & Comparative politics 
 Written exam: 2 hours • 77 marks • 33⅓ % of A-level 

 Paper 3: Political ideas 
 Written exam: 2 hours • 77 marks • 33⅓ % of A-level 

 All papers contain a mixture of medium length ‘explain’ and essay style questions. 

 Career Opportunities: 
 Politics, Teaching, Law, Civil Service, Journalism, Business 

 Students who study this subject often complement it with: 
 History, Sociology, Psychology, English, Business 

 For more information or advice contact: Subject Team Leader Mr Gunn  - 
 mgunn@johncolet.co.uk 

 Course Leader ( Deputy Headteacher): Mr B Crawford.  bcrawford@johncolet.co.uk 
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